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Meet and Greet with New Staff 

Location: Kesner Board Room 

Date: August 10, 2021 

Time 5:15 p.m.  

 

New staff to the district were invited to stop by to meet the Salida School District Board of Education Directors.  

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Location: Kesner Board Room 

Date: August 10, 2021 

Time 6:00 p.m.  

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Joe Smith at 6:07 p.m.  

Attendance was called as follows and those present in person were board members Jodi Breckenridge Petit, Carrie 

Mattix, Joel McBride, Jeannie Peters, Cheri Post, Greg Reed, and Joe Smith. The meeting was held in person with a live 

broadcast on YouTube under the Salida Schools channel. Because there were not current limitations on gathering size 

the meeting was held in person and there was not an option to participate via Zoom. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Guest Introductions - those present in the board room included – David Blackburn, Kim LeTourneau, Marko Hahn, 

Cassie Luttrell, Will Wooddell, Ilona Witty, Kristie Servis, Jennifer Lang, Chuck McKenna, Jackie Crabtree, Shiela Moore, 

Brandon Hawkins, Talmage Trujillo, Erin Steckman, William Stokesberry, Robin NeJame, Susan Matthews and Jennifer 

Adamson. Guest speakers Andrea Carlstrom, Greg Felt, Drew Nelson, Russ Johnson and Dibby Olsen arrived before the 

Discussion Items portion of the meeting.  

Board member Comments  

A group photo of all board members was taken, as well as a photo of Cheri Post.  

Joe Smith expressed his thanks to Joel McBride, as well as to Brandon Hawkins and team for all of their hard work over 

the summer to get our schools ready for the coming school year.  

Approval of Agenda 

 

Changes were noted per Mr. Smith’s announcement as follows:  

 Add to Consent Agenda – Personnel: New Hires - Anderson Horne - SHS Teacher (Social Studies);  

 Remove from Consent agenda Item f – Initial approval of Consolidated Application, move to October 2021 

Mrs. Mattix moved to approve the agenda with the changes noted. Ms. Peters seconded the motion. Said motion was 

put to vote as follows: Dr. Breckenridge Petit, yes; Mrs. Mattix, yes; Mr. McBride, yes; Ms. Peters, yes; Miss Post, yes; 

Mr. Reed, yes; Mr. Smith, yes; and was unanimously approved.  

Written messages to the board  

A thank you note from Terry Clark following his service to the district was shared with the board.  

Public Comments  

1) Robin NeJame -  Policy IHCDA, CMC Credit/High School Schedules 
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Reports 

Guest Reports – None submitted  

Manager Reports  

Mr. Smith asked for additional information from department managers and questions from the Board. Mrs. Mattix 

offered kudos to Evalyn Parks and her team. Shiela Moore noted that her staff are maxed out – in 2021 there were 33 

terminations, 10 retirees; 38 new hires, 8 transfers. She thanked Nancy Jones, Shannon Scheffel, Brett Pyle for their hard 

work. Auditors are scheduled for Aug 30, 2021. 

School Reports 

Mr. Smith asked for additional information from school principals and associated school accountability representatives. 

All Consent Agenda items were recommended for approval by Superintendent Blackburn.  

Mr. McBride moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Mrs. Mattix seconded the motion. 

a) Approval of Minutes of Work Session and Regular Board Meeting of June 8, 2021 

b) Claims Payable – All Funds 

c) Claims Payable – Bills over $5,000 

d) Personnel Items  

i) Approve Policy 3rd Reading Policy BG 

e) Approve Intergovernmental Agreements with County Clerks for general election 

f) Initial Approval of the Consolidated Application 

g) Acknowledge and Approve Exhibits and Regulations as Recommended by the Superintendent  

h) Purchase cameras for buses to accommodate seating for COVID.  ESSER III funding.    

i) Joel McBride resignation from BOE office of president 

j) Approve assignment of Kim LeTourneau as new DEO (designated election official) for the 2021 School Board 

Election to be held on the general election on November 2, 2021 

k) Approve 3x3 MOU with SEA 

Said motion was put to a vote as follows: Dr. Breckenridge Petit, yes; Mrs. Mattix, yes; Mr. McBride, yes; Ms. Peters, yes; 

Mr. Reed, yes; Mr Smith, yes and was unanimously approved.  

 

 See Appendix A for details of the Consent Agenda 

Discussion Items 

 COVID-19 and Returning to School – Andrea Carlstrom, and Greg Felt presented information about the current 

state of COVID-19, particularly how it is currently impacting our local area. The Delta Variant is spreading quickly 

across the United States, including Chaffee County. They answered questions and participated in a dialog with 

board members and others present regarding COVID-19 and masking practices in our local schools. Thoughtful 

conversation included impacts on mental health and wellbeing, classroom management and impact to teachers, 

and creating a culture of mask wearing to prevent and slow the spread of the Delta variant. In addition to 

slowing the spread of the disease, priorities for CCPH, as well as SSD, are to minimize the need for quarantines, 

one of the most disruptive practices related to COVID last year, as well as keep kids in school and the businesses 

in our community open.  
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 Salida Police Department – Drew Nelson, Russ Johnson, and Dibby Olsen discussed the partnership between the 

Salida PD and Salida Schools to provide a School Resource Officer for SSD. Mr. Nelson discussed the purpose and 

goals for having an SRO program in Salida. Dr. Breckenridge Petit asked about selection of SROs for the local 

program and what training they received. Russ Johnson addressed those questions and included detail about the 

specific training that SROs receive and the process used so far to recruit interest for serving as an SRO within the 

PD. Ms. Olsen shared information from a survey that was conducted last year intended to capture the youth 

voice related to the program. It was noted it is the appropriate time to determine next steps for the program to 

help decide if it is currently meeting our needs and expectations as a school district and as a community. Mr. 

Nelson shared that the City of Salida did set aside funding to continue to support the SRO program with SSD.  

 Strategic Planning Consultant update – Mr. Blackburn shared that SSD has hired Onward Education Consulting to 

help support the decision by the district to reevaluate our graduation requirements for Salida School graduates. 

The first phase will include focus groups designed to listen to the community and our school stakeholders. 

Representatives from Onward will participate during the BOE retreat on Friday, August 13 to outline their 

approach to the strategic planning process. CMC will also be represented at the retreat as a key stakeholder to 

the process.  

Action Items 

 Any items removed from Consent Agenda – none 

 Approve Policy 1st Reading –  

o CASB Special Policy Updates – Emergent - As per policy BG, these policies will be effective immediately 

Policy IC/ICA, Poilcy JLCD, Policy JLCD-R, JLCD-E, JLCDB*, JLCDB*-E, JLCDB*-E (Option 2), JLCB, JLCB-R, 

IHCDA 

o CASB Special Policy Updates – JEB, GDBC, CBB 

Mr. McBride made a motion to accept the listed CASB policies on first reading; the motion was seconded 

by Ms. Peters. Mr. Blackburn specifically addressed policy IHCDA as CASB recommended changes, and 

would not alter the process and discussion regarding concurrent enrollment and credits. Mr. Trujillo 

shared that the policy needs to address the outstanding concerns, but also noted that we need to be 

patient and thoughtful in determining our path forward. Onward was hired to ensure that the process is 

indeed thoughtful and addresses the questions and needs of our Salida students and community to find 

a clear path forward. Said motion was put to a vote as follows:  Dr. Breckenridge Petit, yes; Mrs. Mattix, 

yes; Mr. McBride, yes; Ms. Peters, yes; Miss Post, yes; Mr. Reed, yes; Mr. Smith, yes and was 

unanimously approved.  

 Approval of Superintendent’s Recommendation for ’21-’22 COVID-19 Response 

Mr. McBride made a motion to approve the superintendent’s recommendation for the current ’21-’22 COVID-19 

response. Mr. Reed seconded the motion. Mr. Blackburn opened with a note that in regards to COVID, what is 

needed today may not be the same as what we need to do tomorrow. COVID has required us to collaborate, and 

move in flux as it does in order to make the best choices we can on any day given the information available. We 

must let our children know that they are ok, and that we are ok. It is important to share in the celebration that 

we did something last year that was largely thought impossible – safely getting our kids back to in-person 

school. Board members shared thoughtful and reasoned points about the current state of COVID in Chaffee 

County and our responsibility to the health and safety of our students. The board agreed that last year we did 

create a culture of masking, hand washing, and staying home when sick. Mrs. Moore noted that she felt strongly 

that mask wearing should be a personal choice and reflect our individual rights and responsibility to ourselves 

and each other. She worries we are operating in a climate of fear and anger. There was general agreement that 
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there is no clear answer and we must do our best to decide how to move forward and keep our kids in school, as 

safely as possible. Mrs. Mattix noted that in our battle against COVID we should be working together as a 

community to protect each other and our children. Said motion was put to a vote as follows: Dr. Breckenridge 

Petit, yes: Mrs. Mattix, yes; Mr. McBride, yes; Ms. Peters, no; Miss Post, yes; Mr. Reed, yes; Mr. Smith, yes; with 

a vote of 6-1 the motion was approved.   

 Approve Remote Learning Resolution 21-22-001 

Ms. Peters made a motion to approve Remote Learning Resolution 21-22-001, Miss Post seconded the motion. 

Said motion was put to a vote as follows: Dr. Breckenridge Petit, yes; Mrs. Mattix, yes; Mr. McBride, yes; Ms. 

Peters, yes; Mr. Reed, yes; Mr Smith, yes and was unanimously approved.  

 Election of new BOE Officers as per policy BDA 

Mr. McBride made a motion to select Mr. Smith as the BOE president. Miss Post seconded the motion. Said 

motion was put to a vote as follows: Dr. Breckenridge Petit, yes; Mrs. Mattix, yes; Mr. McBride, yes; Ms. Peters, 

yes; Mr. Reed, yes; Mr Smith, yes and was unanimously approved. 

Miss Post made a motion to select Dr. Breckenridge Petit as BOE vice president. Mr. Reed seconded the motion. 

Said motion was put to a vote as follows: Dr. Breckenridge Petit, yes; Mrs. Mattix, yes; Mr. McBride, yes; Ms. 

Peters, yes; Mr. Reed, yes; Mr Smith, yes and was unanimously approved.  

Mr. Blackburn extended his appreciation for Mr. McBride and his service as president through a very challenging 

year.  

Board Communications and Committee Reports 

Joe Smith, Jodi Breckenridge Petit will both continue working with the Collaborative Bargaining Team. It was decided 

that SOSS, BOCES, CASB/Legislative, Land Acquisitions, DAC/SAC assignments would be discussed and decided upon at 

the BOE retreat on Friday, August 13, 2021.   

Kim LeTourneau provided an update on this year’s School Board Elections to be held during the general election on 

November 2, 2021. A Call for Nominations was published in the Mountain Mail on August 6, 2021. Petitions for those 

interested in running can be picked up at the SSD Administration Offices at 627 Oak Street and must be returned to Kim 

by noon on August 27, 2021.  

Future Business 

Topics for future meetings – See Appendix B 

The calendar of upcoming events for the board meeting is as follows: 

 BOE Retreat – Friday, August 13, 2021, 627 Oak Street 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

 Agenda Review – Tuesday, September 7, 2021 at Oak Street with David Blackburn, Joe Smith and Carrie Mattix.  

 BOE September Meeting – Tuesday, September 14, 2021, Kesner Board Room 

6 p.m. start, unless otherwise noted.  

Adjournment – There being no further business, Mr. McBride moved to adjourn at 9:58 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Kim LeTourneau, Board Secretary   Joe Smith, Board President 


